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cCloud River Railroad Pondosa iog train pulling through a snow 
field just east-of Bartle May 9, 1953 during the Nor-Cal railfan 
aspection tour, Photo by Al Thoman 
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McCloud River Railroad Pondosa —— just east of McCloud 01 





May 9, 1953 headed by engine 25, 2-6-2. Photo by Al Thoman, th 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet ae 


"The Western Railroader" is happy to participate in the )P@*Y- 
Shasta Wonderland Tour and Railroad Days in Dunsmuir particul} 
arly since it involves‘one of our favorite railroads...The fend 
McCloud River Railroad, They have been most hospitable to alff® wee 
railfan and other groups which have ridden their lines, aged 

The history of the McCloud River Railroad reprinted here nd every 
in is from the 1949 Yearbook of the Siskiyou County Historica erminal. 
Society, Box 716 Yreka, California, The 1949 Yearbook contaigpion that 
ed stories on all the railroads of Siskiyou County and was 
available at last report. 

For history, map and all-time roster see issue 106 of "Thi 


Western Railroader"”., For pictures of the 1948 Pondosa trip | The b 
see issue 127, 
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McCloud River Railroad 








In the country east of Mount Shasta 
where the population is thin and the timber 
thick there operates one of the smoothest 
running short lines in the west Taking 
its picturesque name from the snow fed 
McCloud River, the McCloud River Rail- 
road connects a vast timber area with three 
{major roads, the Southern Pacific, the Great 
Northern and the Western Pacific. 


The short line leaves Mount Shasta City 
and running along the very base of the 
fourth highest peak in the United States 
Farrives at the little mill city of McCloud. 
From McCloud the rails continue east to 
| Hambone where the Great Northern has 
built a 34 mile branch in from its main 
ine. The McCloud River Railroad trains 
perate this stretch under a trackage agree- 
ent to Lookout where interchange is made 
ith the Great Northern and the Wester: 
Pacific. This gives the McCloud River 
road about 95 miles of track of which some 
64 miles ‘are owned directly by the com- 
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n the pany. 
- a“ | The town of McCloud is the headquar- 
to alfrets for the railroad and here one finds the 
ecutive offices, shops, roundhouse, yards 
d herejand everything that goes to make up a 
tor icaleerminal. It’s here that you get the impres- 
contaigsion that the road is much larger than it 
was actually is. This is probably due to the 
act that everything is neat and business- 
of “ThJike with activity going an at every turn. 
trip The building which houses the station 
and offices of the railroad is rustically built 
sof native wood and lends architectural au- 
thenticity to the scene, although it does 
r esemble a mountain lodge somewhat more 
than a railroad building. 
| The history of the McCloud River Rail- 
road is to a great extent the history of the 
sd club | (lumbering activity in the region because 
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the two industries grew up together. In 
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fact when the railroad first started back in 
1897 it was merely another logging road. 
In those days the mill was located farther 
west at Upton. Eventually as the logging 
operations advanced the lumberjacks found 
themselves in a valley well on the eastern 
side of Mount Shasta. Since Upton, by this 
time, was left behind and the greatest op- 
erations, by far, lay ahead it was decided to 
move the entire outfit, mill and all, into 
the valley. This was the beginning of the 
town of McCloud. 


The entire output of the new mill was 
shipped over the rails to Upton. and what 
was once the site of the big mill was now 
merely the transfer point where the loads 
were turned over to the Southern Pacific. 
In 1906, when the lumber railroad built 
into Sisson (now Mount Shasta) that point 
was made the junction and little Upton 
faded completely off the map. 


More construction was commenced in 
1907 as the rails moved into the forest east 
of McCloud. A steady stream of logs 
rolled into town and after a brief lay-over 
departed on the west bound trains as fin- 
ished lumber. 1907 was also the year the 
little railroad began to really grow up . 
this was the year they acquired their first 
oil burning locomotive and almost at once 
wood-burners were a thing of the past. 


The Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
came to notice the McCloud River Rail- 
road in 1922 and it was called upon to 
play an important part in the construction 
of the Pit No. 1 and Pit No. 3 power 
houses as well as the Pit No. 4 dam and 
During this activity all 
of the material and construction machinery 
was carried over the rails of the McCloud 
River Railroad. 


diversion tunnels. 











Additional railroad construction came 
in 1931 when the Great Northern con- 
nected with the Western Pacific in the Mc- 
Cloud country. An extension was put 
through at that time which allowed the 
McCloud River Railroad to tap these two 
large carriers. This gave the McCloud di- 
rect interchange with three major railroads 

. the Southern Pacific at Mount Shasta 
at their western end and the Great North- 
ern and Western Pacific at the eastern ter- 
minus. At the time of completion a huge 
celebration complete with special trains, 
bands and a committee representing Mc- 
Cloud left for the ceremonies comemor- 
ating the joining of the Great Northern 
with the Western Pacific. But that ac- 
complishment of high finance and engi- 
neering didn’t impress the local delegate: 
nearly as much as the fact that the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad had accomplished 
the feat of connecting with BOTH of the 
larger roads. 


At the present time passengers are car- 
ried by company operated buses and LCL 
freight, mail and express are hauled by 
truck, but there was a time when the rail- 
road was the only dependable method of 
entering this area. Passenger traffic was 
then a regular and an important part of 
the McCloud schedule. But as highways 
and automobiles developed the rails be- 
came more used to the rattle of the freight 
car than the muffled rumble of the pas- 
senger coach. Occasionally a special train 
with William Randolph Hearst and a party 
of celebrities would come in on the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad bound for the Hearst 


estate at Wyntoon, but it has been many 
years since Mr. Hearst has visited the Mc- 


Cloud country. 


Perhaps the last bid for passenger rev- 
enue came in 1930 when following the 
lead of other railroads throughout the 
country the Southern Pacific and the Mc- 
Cloud River Railroad organized a ski trip 
into the Shasta snow fields. The skiers 
arrived at Mount Shasta City aboard the 
S.P. alright, but the good people of that 
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town met the special and offered to per. 
sonally show their guests around in their 
automobiles. It must have been a great Mae 
blow when the McCloud ski special left 
Mount Shasta with only two passenger 
aboard. One of these was a railroad man 
deadheading back to McCloud and the 
other undoubtedly a railfan. Ever since 
that fateful day the McCloud River Rail. 
road has dedicated its rails to FREIGHT 
SERVICE ONLY. 










































































But as a frieght line it’s not doing s 
badly and boasts a rather impressive roster F 
of rolling stock. What with 13 locomo- 
tives, including one new diesel - electric 
road switcher, 288 cars and 94 miles of 
operated track things can get pretty busy. : 

There was one mishap in the recent his. Po 
tory of the McCloud River road that they're 
still talking about . . . that’s the big snow a9 
of 1937-38. You can hear stories of that 
eventful winter told in various versions 
from the president's office down to the pit 
in the roundhouse, but regardless of whete 
you hear it you can gather it was quite 
a blow. 
































If you wish to consult the weather 
bureau records for the winter of 1937 
you'll find that it was an extra tough one 
all over California. It rained for weeks 
with hardly a let-up. Creeks and river 
that for years had carried little more than 
a trickle suddenly became raging torrent. 
Floods were frequent in the low lands, but 
up in the mountains this cycle of bad wea- 
ther brought snow, snow and more snow! 
The McCloud River trains tried valiantly 
to keep the line open, but it seemed that 
as fast as the snow plows could clear the 
track old man winter was right behind 
to cover them up. 


The railroad didn’t own a rotary plow 
as all previous snows had been managed 
with their Russell plows. (The Russell 
plow is perhaps the best known of all push 
plows. It was first used on the Inter- 
colonial Railways of Canada in 1885. The 
plow itself resembles the bow of a ship 
and as the name implies the operation 
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—Courtesy P. N. Myers 
JANUARY, 1938 ON THE McCLOUD RIVER RAILROAD 
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consists of PUSH. Bucking snow with 
these plows is no job for a cautious person. 
Since brute force, in the form of two, four 
or even more locomotives is the driving 
power behind a push plow it requires a 
great deal of experience and no little daring 
to hit a bank of snow at just the right 
speed. Plowing snow with any type push 
plow is a dangerous business at best, how- 
ever the road had to be kept open or Mc- 
Cloud would be completely snowed in on 
all sides.) 


It was under these conditions that the 
regular eastbound train left McCloud. 
“EAST BOUND FREIGHT CLEARED 
McCLOUD YARDS” was the message that 
went out on the wires and the dispatcher 
sat back to wait. North McCloud, Ash 
Creek Junction and Esperanza all passed 
without incident. So far so good. But 
then came delay. At first the dispatcher 
wrote “LATE” after the train number, but 
then as time wore on LATE became “UN- 
REPORTED”. Frantically he called every 
way station and section house that had a 
wire, but the train could not be located. 
Somewhere out in that vast wilderness of 
white an entire train and its crew were 
hopelessly stranded. 


Aboard the lost train the situation was 
getting desperate. Their only chance to 
reach civilization was to keep on the way 
their snow plow pointed . . . straight ahead! 
The two locomotives would repeatedly run 
at the blockade of snow that lay between 
them and safety and each time the blow 
sent a crashing shiver through the train as 
the 13 foot plow futilely tried to batter the 
18 foot snowfall. To make matters worse 
the oil and water were getting low in the 
engines. For water snow was shoveled into 
the tanks to melt, but it was a losing 
battle. The steam was going down and 
the danger of freezing to death now seemed 


unbelievably close. 


In the meantime the superintendent, a 
doctor and a party of men were battling 
the storm with three more locomotives and 
another Russell Plow. Time after time 





the three engines would rush headlong 
into that wall of snow only to make , 
minor indentation, then back up and re. 


peat the process. Their goal was measuredf 


in miles, but their progress could be meg. 
ured only in feet. It was during this ne. 
essarily rough handling of equipment thy 
one of their number lost his life when 
he was thrown under the grinding whee 
of the train. 


Finally they reached the stricken train, 
but they were hardly in a position to ac 
as a rescue party. The snow had piled wy 
behind them and return was impossible, 
The rescued and the rescuers now found 
themselves in exactly the same predic 
ment. Together they made their way toi 
section house where a track worker and 
his family stayed, and here, under 18 fee 
of snow, fifty stranded railroad men and: 
Mexican family lived on tortillas and wha 
little else they could scrape up to kee 
alive. 


It was five days later when another 


‘snow plow with every locomotive the roid 


owned behind it came through the snev 
and brought them back to McCloud. 


No, it'll be some time before the bop 
on the McCloud River Railroad forget tk 
big snow of 1937-38, the winter that tie 
the road up so completely that every loc 
motive on the line and every available 
man was drafted into a gigantic battle with 
the elements. 


Looking through the timebook for 19} 








of Henry T. Long, Dunsmuir, retired Sov 
thern Pacific engineer, we ran across th 
following interesting item: 

“Red Bluff to Dunsmuir, 17 hours ove! 
time $1.78.” Overtime was paid appt 
ently at the rate of $1.08 per hour abort 
standard pay. Mr. Long said he was a fir 
man at the time and the pay for a standat 
twelve hour day was $3.73. Overtime ws 
paid after twelve hours providing tou 
working time for the day was more thi 





fourteen hours. 
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McCloud River Railroad engine 25 on the Pondosa logger waiting 
to cross the Highway just east of Bartle. The crossing is an 
absolute stop for all trains which must flag the crossing. 
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McCloud River Railroad's Nor-Cal railfan special May 9, 1953 
on the highway overpass just west of Pondosa consisting of 
engine 25, a‘drop-end gondola and three cabooses, Both photos 
by Al Thoman, 
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McCloud River Railroad's “Red Devil" gas car used by the 
lumber company to haul loggers out to the woods during the 
rainy season. An old tractor motor was used for motive pow- 
er and dispite its streamlined form it is very slow. 
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The end of the day at the McCloud roundhous with some Nor-Cal 
excursionists helping to put engine 25 into the roundhouse 
Both photos by Al Thoman 
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